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ETHIOPIA 
CHAIRMAN MENGISTU OPENS SEMI'AR ON LITERACY 
LD171544 Addis Ababa Domesti. Service in English 1015 GMT 17 Mar 80 LD/EA 


{Text] The national effort to wipe out the scourge of illiteracy from tne country 
within 6 years was set in motion today with a renewed call by Comrade Chairman Mengistu 
Haile Mariam to intensify the literacy effort in rural Ethiopia. Addressing the opening 
session of the third round rural literacy campaign seminar at the Addis Ababa University 
this morning, Comrade Chairman Mengistu described illiteracy as one of the major bastions 
of the discredited feudal-bourgeois system and said that the literacy campaign should be 
viewed with no less significance than the revolutionary war mounted in the past in 
defense of the country's unity, territorial integrity and the popular revolution. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu said literacy tops the nation's present list of priorities to 
build a new order on the ruins of the feudal system. He paid glowing tribute to educated 
militant youth and the new in uniform in particular for the role played in the literacy 
program and said the enthusiastic involvemer’ the broad masses during the initial 
phase of the campaign has strengthened the fe . of the revolutionaries in the emergence 
of a strong and democratic Ethiopia. 


Comrade Chairman Mengiztu was greeted at the university by members of the central literacy 
program coordinating executive committee of the national literacy campaign headed by the 
minister of education, Comrade Lt Col Goshu Wolde. The Provisional Military Administra- 
tive Council chairman was later given a standing ovation at the [word indistinct] Mekonnen 
Hall following a brief visit to a pictorial literacy campaign exhibition. 


The comrade chairman's rousine address was preceded by statements by Comrade Lt Col Goshu 
Wolde as well as represent» ives of the all Ethiopia peasants association, the Addis 
Ababa overall youth association, the Addis Ababa overall women's association and the 
Ethiopian teachers assoc ation, each of which renewed their pledge to exert maximum 
effort towards the succiss of the historic campaign of eradicating illiteracy from 
throughout Ethiopia by th: beginning of the second half of the present decade. 


At the beginning of the colorful ceremony in the [word indistinct] hall, Comrade 
Chairman Mengistu was present with the insignia of the national literacy campaign in 
recognition of the revolutionary leadership support for the literacy effort and com- 
mitment towards the implementation of the program of the third round rural campaign 
which seeks to liberate some 6 million compatriots from the shackles of ignorance. 
The campaign is to be set in motion next May. 


JOINT SUDANESE -ETHIOPIAN STATEMENT ISSUED 13 MAR 


For reportage on the joint Sudanese-Ethiopian statement issued following the visit of 
Sudanese Vice President Khalil to Ethiopia, see the North Africa section of the 
17 March Middle East and North Africa DAILY REPORT. 
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GABON 
BONGO OUTLINES PLAN OF ACTION FOR NEW TERM OF OFFICE 
AB121220 Libreville Domestic Service in French 1830 GMT 11 Mar 80 AB 


[Gabonese President Omar Bongo's speech on the occasion of the 12th anniversary of the 
Gabonese Democratic Party; given in Libreville on 11 March--recorded] 


[Excerpts] Ambassadors, invited friends, comrades and friends, I would first of all like 
to thank, on behalf of Gabon, all those who have come to join us today and tomorrow on 
this solemn and historic occasion for our country. I would also like to tell my fellow 
countrymen that on this 12th anniversary of the renovation and for the first time this 
year--which marks the beginning of our new term of office--I am very much moved to address 
them today. I am very much aware that all Gabonese people expect me to clearly define 
the policy I intend pursuing during the years ahead. 


Before outlining the program of action that the Gabonese Democratic Party [DG], my 
govermment and our administration will pursue, I deem it proper that we take a look at 
the past, for it is the lessons learned during these past years that will help us build 
a better future. 


The past 7 years that we have just gone through have seen Gabon develop and transform 
more than ever before. This development is evident both in the standard of living and 
social well-being. In addition to this, we have recorded a net improvement in the quality 
of our political life, and I am happy to note that it is the work of all the activists 

of the PDG and they have felt the renovation. This manifestation of political life which 
took place in absolute calm clearly show the maturity of our people after 20 years of 
independence. From the results obtained from the last congress of our party and from the 
various and »ecent electoral consultations, I draw three conclusions: 


First, the Gabonese of today is quite different from the Gabonese who were called upon 
to vote in the previous electoral consultations of 1961, 1967 and 1973; they are matured 
politically and civically and have shown their militancy and impartiality. They have 
acquired the mentality of a brand new party activist whose sacred motto is to serve the 
party instead of being served by the party. I warmly and fraternally thank them all. 


S > ndly, I have noticed that the party has made considerable progress, especially since 
the nolding of the second extraordinary congress which has improved its democratic process 
to the satisfaction of all party activists. 


Those who will be charged with working in the govermment should neve forget that they 
are to serve the Gabonese people who expect them to apply the long aivaited reforms. The 
path which we should take is already marked. It is that of a planned and progressive 
democracy which is at once a plan for society and model for development. Cepitalist 
economic forces, as we have experienced at our expense, cannot be the only way to achieve 
a just and satisfactory society for man. Of course, they generate wealth and affluence 
but they breed a society of a privileged few and leave the majority poor. Political power 
tends therefore to be concentrated in the hands of the rich who then tend to pull the 
levers of development to their advantage, thus manipulating the economic machinery and 
perpetuating the well-known excesses in untamed capitalism and general corruption which 
I have already denounced, 
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As for socialism, whether it is scientific or liberal--and not to say bureaucratic-- 
whether it is professed by words or by deed, is against our African traditions. I have 
never known that it has ever brought affluence and liberty to *.10se who have adopted it. 


The ideal of equality and salvation, which it pretends to yromote, very often ends up 

as equality in misery and the wiping out of individual f eedoms, with the exception of 
[few words indistinct]. That is why--as far as we Gabonese are concerned--we have opted 
to be neither rightist nor leftist but always to ke’) to the middle of the road. That 

is why the road we will choose will be that of bui:ding in Gar~u a new society marie for man 
by man with democratic political power (?dominating) the e momic forces which may result 
from privileged interest, whether private or foreign. It behoves everybody to translate 
into action the directives formulated in meetings of the last congress of our party. 


A true program of action which concerns our political life, our institutions, our tradi- 
tional and moral values was drawn up. It is our duty to safeguard these elements. This 
program also concerns our policy on health, housing education, economic development, 
inflation, and participation. 


I would also like to talk to you about the major guidelines and measures I intend taking 
in the next few months, and which I think will be able to modi*ty our future for the better. 
The first of these measures concerns all ministers. I want all ministers, I repeat all 
ministers without exception, to undertake a complete diagnosis of their ministries, like 

a doctor. Each minister should make a report on his ministry to me within 6 months. This 
report should not be on past achievements. It should outline the structure of its personnel, 
projects envisaged and suggestions for their implementation in the long or short tern, 
When a doctor diagnoses a disease, he prescribes treatment. The treatment should be the 
reforms to be proposed for the improvement of the functioning of their services, of the 
conditions of service for their workers, and of their efficiency. I will examine with my 
immediate associates each report to be submitted to me, 


What I have just said about ministers brings me natuvally to talk about the civil service 
administration. We all know that the development of .very country depends largely on the 
quality of its administration. In the next 2 years we have to reform the administration 
in such a way that it will become more efficient and more useful to the nation. I solemly 
declare that I will not tolerate a passive and inert administration which will compromise 
the development of this country. I insist that the minister of public service, in 
collaboration with other ministerial departments, study the reforms and measures to be 
taken in order to bring efficiency and dynamism to the civil service. 


One of my greatest preoccupations ix the role of the youth in the future of this country. 

It is our duty to prepare for their future by giving them the chance of taking gradually 
into their hands the destiny of the country. I concede that it is one of the most 
important, exalting, but also the most difficult tasks which awaits us in the years to come. 
To this end the mistakes made in many countries should serve as an example to us. The most 
glaring example is the tendency to give courses which have no bearing on the realities of 
the nation. Thus, we train at high cost unemployable graduates who form a battalion of 
embittered youth who are underemployd. Another mistake is the tendency to lay teo much 
emphasis on general education without using practical materials which are indispensable 

in our everyday life. 
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A third one is giving little attention to national culture. It must be emphasized that 
by training senior civil servants without taking into account the real possibility of 
employment. We turn out excess manpower in this category while at the same time we 
suffer from shortages of middle class skilled workers. 


The result is that we contime to call for expatriates who cost the goverrment a lot. 
Therefore, we need to reconcile the training of people in our schools with the realities 
of the country's manpower needs. The training of skilled manpower constitutes a real 
challenge, and it is the duty of the minister higher education to take up this challenge 
and take the necessary measures to study the employment needs of Gabon from 1980 to the 
year 2000, 


Tet me now turn to the future and tell you@out the major trends that will mark the 
economic policy of my government for the next 7 years which we are about to begin. 

I must emphasize that the efforts and sacrifices we have made during the last 2 years 
should not be in vain, We have not yet overcome the difficulties we were experiencing 
to the exten$ that we can relax again. This would send us back to the original economic 
difficulties. But on the contrary, we shall take advantage of our experience and set 

a stabilization plan. We also understand that we cannot do everything, and we understmi 
what must be denounced. All this, together with a sound insight into the policy of 
discipline, must now be the rule of behavior which the new government will have to stick 
to in the economic and financial spheres. 


The economic policy that I want to set up and implement with my new government will meet 
the priority need--the need to promote an effective and lasting development of our country's 
economy. In this respect, (?changes) planned mst be clearly pointed out. It is not a 
matter of promoting an inefficient development and indiscrimately spending our financial 
resources on marginally or totally unprofitable investments when these do not create new 
financial resources for the national coliectivity. This is a policy of (?dependence) and 
wastfulness. 


Our economic policy must seek to charmel the important revermes we gain from our national 
resources toward the creation of highly product&ve projects in other sectors. In other 
words, the major imperative of tite government is to see to it that resources such as 
Oil--an exceptional but nonrenewable resource--are used to dversify the Gabonese economy. 
For this, our development program will have to give priority to all undertaking aimed et 
effectively putting to good use all the natural potentials of an agricultural, ofl- 
producing and mining country. 


During the second 5-year plan, there were significant achievements in agriculture, 
Numerous programs are being implemented and will it will not be long before we lturvest 
the first fruit of this action. However, I do not want us to stop our efforts here. 
During the current 7-year program, investments in equipment in this séetor mst be 
substantZally increased. Our efforts must be aimed at giving priority to sectors 
affecting about two-thirds of our fellow citizens, promoting major export crops either 
within the framework on industrial blocs or integrated projects, as well as producing food 
crops so as to reduce our dependence on foreign countries for foodstuffs. In this respect, 
I fine it indispensable that by the end of my 7-year rule, Gabon should achieve 
significant progress toward food self-sufficiency. 





VIII. 18 Mar 80 c4 CENTRAL AFRICA 


On industrial development, we must concentrate on the promotion of new projects for 
transforming and erhancing the value of our raw materials in the agricultural, forestry 
amd mining sectors. But concurrently with the development of large industries, we 2lso 
aim at promoting small industries which are likely to find profitable openings on our 
national market and on that of [word indistinct]. 


Our country will contime to lay emphasis on the development of the transport infrastructure, 
without which our geographical (?development) and production would be hindered. In this 
respect, it is quite normal for the building of our railway to be actively pursued. I 

wish am hope that Franceville will be reached during my present 7-year mandate. Roads 

and (?harbors) will be built in conjunction with the trans debonese railway in order to 
consolidate its economical impact. The trans-Gabonese railway, in my opinion, is more of 

a national priority than ever. 


But economic policy is not limited to investments alone. I hope that in future our 
government will use the means at its disposal more efficiently in order to maintain the 
economic balances we have been able to establish and promote. We have achieved a stable 
economy, am this stability is an essential factor for the preservation of social well-bdbeirg 
and the moderation of the purchasing power of our fellow countrymen. To achieve this 
policy, Gabon must count above all on its own strength and resources. This implies that 
we have to adopt a policy of financial austerity in order to combat waste, to reduce 
state expenditure, and to reserve most of our financial resources for financing our 
development pro jects. In this respect, our efforts to reduce state indebtedness will be 
pursued. In future we will apply @ policy of selective borrowing, with the aim of 
borrowing in favorable conditions only, for financing projects needed for our economic 
amd social developments. 


The internal solidity of our state and the easy access of its citizens to well-being will 
strengthen its position ami the credibility of our diplomacy. It will also contribute to 
the development of [words indistinct]. In other words, Gabon will contime an open policy 
toward foreign countries and a policy of dialog, without ideological discrimination, but 
with respect for the sovercignty and independence of states. 


Gabon is thus determined to avoid the policy of blocs, which it rejects as contrary to 
the legitimate aspirations of the people ami to the progress of mankind. It denounces 
aggressions and imperialism of any sort, as well as intervention in the internal affairs 
of other states when the intervention has not been undertaken in compliance with agreements 
freely signed with the legitimate authorities of the states in question. Imperialism has 
harmed mankind too much through the systematic depopulation and plundering of a whole 
continent. [Words indistinct] of certain peoples ami indexcribable genocide. These 
peoples are fed up with being considered the tools of certain nations. They row believe 
that the only way and the only law worth being applied ani respected in inter:etional 
relations is the law of consultation ani dialog in mutual respect, that is on an equal 
footing among individual states and not within the framework of ideologi: comessions, 
which Gabon re jects. 


This is why our policy of neutrality, our nonalinement, will be more profitable than 

ever now, whether in theory or in practice, unlike the policy of tagging along slavishly 
which is almost openly prectised by certain states. This means that in Africa, at the 

OAU or eny other conference, and at international meetings, Gabon will be an active and 
permanent agent of peace, a peace schieved through dialog and consultation, and not through 
the use of arms. 
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However, in this (?*particular) sphere, while we will seek to widen the circle of our 
relations with other states, we will above all strengthen and improve our ties with our 
privilege? partners; the UDEAC [Custcms and Economic Union of Central Africa] countries, 
which are our brothers and immediate neighbors. Add to these France and the other 
countries of the European Economic Community, the United States of America and China, which 
showed understanding and granted substantial assistance to us when we were facing serious 
difficulties. [words indistinct] but we want to cc-e first in our home rather than last 
in others! home. This means that we would not like to request anything; we do not need 
(?assistance) [words indistinct]. I am not ashamed to mention France, the United States, 
the EEC countries and China, but I am not forgetting what other states have done for us 
and I am not forgetting what certain friendly African countries have done for Gebon. 

But I just want to talk first about these nations termed developed countries, even 
though (?China) is ranked among Third World countries. 


In fact Gabon is rich. It has uncountable and varied economic potentials which are 
being discovered as time goes by. [passage indistinct] (?These resources) will be 
used during this 7-year administration for the happiness of our people, for progress 
and the well-being of everyone, and to actively contribute--as much as we can--to 
promoting a united and strong Africa, to restoring peace in the world, to building up 
a fraternal and prosperous world for mankind. 


Dear fellow citizens, these are the guidelines of the action in which I want to get 
everyone of you engaged during the current 7-year rule. To successfully implement 

this program, we must make good use of [words indistinct] the resources with which 
nature provided our country. I particularly count on the efforts and determination 

of everybody. We will thus bring about perfectible renewal within the framework of 
renovation for the triumph of the planned progressive democracy along with the happiness 
of all ovr people. 


Long live Gabon, our fatherland; long live the republic! 
BRIEFS 


CEPGL DEVELOPMENT BANK--Bujumbra (Burundi), 15 Mar (AFPP)--The Development bank of the 
Great Lakes Countries (BDEGL) was created after a first consitutive general meeting was 
held this week at Goma (Zaire). This was announced in the capital of Burundi on 
Saturday. The daily paper "LE RENOUVEAU DU BURUNDI" pointed out on Saturday thet the 
capital of the BDEGL amounts to 25.5 million Burundian francs. The African Development 
Bank, ADB, has expressed its intention of providing a part of the capital. The permanent 
executive secretary of the Economic Community of the Countries of the Great Lakes 
(CEPGL), Mr Bonaventure Kidwingira (Burundi) was asked to produce the documents of the 
ratification of the agreement on the creation of the bank. In addition, the assembly has 
made statutory appointments. The general manager of the BDEGL is Mr Cleophas Kanyarwanda 
(Rwanda). [Text] [Paris AFP in French 1427 GMT 15 Mar 80 AB) 
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GHANA 
GOVERNMENT AMNOUNCES MEASURES TO DNCREASE COCOA PRODUCTION 
AB171430 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


(Text ] ‘The president, Dr Limann, has announced that the govermment's plan for [word 
indistinct] the major avenues of cocoa smuggling in the country has started yielding 
fruitful results. I an interview published in this month's edition of AFRICAN Magazine, 
the president explained that the plan is part of the government's short-term measures 

to reverse the tide of decreases in actual cocoa production. Dr Limanmn disclosed that 
several major buying centers have reported higher cocoa purchases than the previous 
seasons for the same period. He was commenting on his government's plan to restore 
Ghana's position as the leading cocoa producer which it lost recently to Ivory Coast. 


The president admit ted that Ghana was falling from its position as ‘the leading world 
producer as far as actual sale of cocoa on the world market is concerned. He indicated 
that several factors have accounted for this state of affairs. Some of these include 
old or diseased trees, lack of labor, inadequate input, low producer prices and smuggl- 
img. He said during the last season Ghana produced about 260,000 tons of cocoa while 
the Ivory Coast topped the list with about 300,000 tons. But it was officially esti- 
mated that Ghana also lost over 70,000 tons of its production through smuggling alone. 
This puts Ghana's actual production at over 500,000 tons which would still have put it 
on top of the table if smuggling had not taken place. 


The president disclosed that Ghana has also formulated several plans to rehabilitate 
large areas of old or diseased trees with the help of such international organizations 
as the World Bank. Asked about the international finance community's reaction to 
Ghana's requert for development assistance, the president replied that the international 
agencies and foreign governments nave show a lot of goodwill toward the country. He 
said they have demonstrated great willingness to help provide Ghanaians put their own 
house in order. In view of this he said, his govermment has taken steps to eliminate 
waste and stimulate productivity. 


NATIONAL AMNESTY JOINS CALL POR PROBE OF AFRC ERA 
AB171510 Accra Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 16 Mar 80 AB 


(Text ] The National Amnesty [Organization] has added its voice to the call from certain 
groups to the government to set up @ probe into the AFRC [Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council] era. Speaking at a news conference in Accra yesterday, the president of National 
Amnesty, Nana Agyeman Yeboah, said his organization believes that a probe would help to 
establish either the guilt or innocence of members of the former AFRC of corruption and 
other mistakes which are currently being rumored to have been committed by them. 


In addition to the call for a probe, the National Amnesty appealed to the government to 
grant amnesty to all people who have been forced by circumstances to settle in other 
countries to enable these people, after returning home, to face the special tribunal or 
eny properly constituted court to probe their innocence. Wana Agyeman Yeboah added that 
his organization does not see the rationale behind the suggestion by some organizations 
and individuals for the government not to heed the call for a probe into the AFRC era. 


* PARLIAMENT BEGINS CONSIDERATION OF APPROPRIATION BILL 
AB171850 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GuT 17 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] At today's sitting of Parliament, two bills were read for the first time. These 
were the appropriation bill and the forestry commission bill. The appropriation bill is to 
authorize an expencitire of more than 3.8 billion cedis from the consolidated fund. The 
amount will cover the expenditure of a11 public offices and corporations, other than those 
set up as commercial vei*ures, for the financial year which ends on 30 June. 
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The Ministry of Eduration, Culture and Sports gets the biggest allocation of nearly 

770 million cedis, followed by the Ministry of Information and Presidential Affair;, 
vhich will receive nae@ than 638 miliion cedis. ‘The Ministry of Works and Housing will 
spend over 420 million cedis, while he Ministry of Agricuiture's aliccation is nearly 
400 million cedis. The next on the list is the Ministry of Finance end Economic 
Plaming, whose vot? is more than 360 million cedis, followed by the Ministry of Health, 
vhich will spend .sout 349 million cedis. ‘The Ministry of Defense's allocation is 

more than 166 million cedis. 


COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO HELP REVITALIZE DIAMOND DDUSTRY 
AB141936 Acera Domestic Service in English 1800 owt 14 mar 80 AB 


(Text] The government had decided to give special attention to the mining sector of 

the economy in order to supplement the earnings of the cocoa industry, for it realizes 
that dependence on one maim export commodity has serious economic and social effects. 

The deputy minister of lands, natural resources, fuel and power, Mr James Affoh, announced 
this today when inaugurating a three-man commission which will inguire into the disemond 
industry. He said it is for this reason that the goverment has set up the commission 
mainly to examine the factors which impede the successful operation of the diamond 
im@ustry and mke rccommendations that will enable the country to maximize its earnings 
from the industry. 


Mr Affoh amnounced that the country derived from the diamond industry more than 36 
million cedis in foreign exchange last year. He said the goverrmment believes the earnings 
could have been higher if the operations of the diamond marketing corporation and those 
of the Ghana Comsolidated Diamonds Limited, as well as private owners, were streamlined. 
He asked the commission to speed up its work for the geoverrment to take remedial measures 
toward the revival of the diamond industry. 


the terms of reference of the commission are to inquire into the operations of the diamond 
marketi:¢ corporation in particular and the diamond industry in general since 1970. It 
will impiire into the diamond sales procedure adopted by the corporation. The commission 
is expected to submit a report to the president. ™ a brief address, the chairman of the 
commission, Mr B. W. Prah, a private legal practitioner, tharke4 the government for the 
confiderce reposed in them. He pledged that they will do their best to justify the 
setting up of the commission. He appealed to the members of the public to cooperate with 
the comission in its work. Mr Preah expressed the hope that the work of the commission 
will go @ long way to helping the resuscitation of the diamond in@éustry and the 
country's economy on the whole. ‘The other members of the commission are Mr Ohene 
(Kenna), @ mining engineer, and Mr George Adam, an economist. The secretary to the 
commission is the acting principal secretary of the office of the president, Mr S. G. K. 
(Portufe). 


TIMES SEES HOSTILITY TOWARD GHANAIANS IN WIGERIA 
AB171902 Accra Domestic Service in English 1800 GuT 17 Mar 80 AB 


(Press review] 


(Excerpt) The TIMES writes on the treatment given to other African mtionals in 
Wigeria, especially Ghanaians. The paper notes that apert from what seem to be the 
policy of policies brutality against aliens in Wigeria, there is also @ general 
civilian hostility against Ghanaians in Wigeria. 
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The TIMES askes why Ghanaians should be su*jected to this unhappy situation and wonders 
whether it is a vendetta over the old aliens compliance order, under which many Nigerians 
were expelled from Ghana, many of whom are back. The paper hopes that with whar look 
like a feeling of germine brotherhood coming between the new civilian govermments in 
Ghana and Wigeria, the Nigerian authorities will take steps to stop what is developing 
into an anti-African attitude in Nigeria. 


NIGER 
NATIONAL COMMISSION TO ESTABLISH DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY 
AB171636 Paris APP in Prench 1127 GuT 17 mar 80 AB 


(Text) Wiamey, 17 Mar (APP)--The national commission charged with setting up a development 
society held its first meeting in Niamey on Monday in order to study and define an adequate 
policy framewrok for Niger's coherent; harmonious and acoelerated development. Por the 
first time, the concept of this society, which is to become the country's political and 
econumic structure, was introduced by Col Seyni Kountche on 14 April 1979. The commission, 
chaired by the Minister of Youth, Sports and Culture Maj ‘loumouni Djermakoye Adamou, is 
charged with setting up new institutions based on the effective participation of all the 
country's social classes. 


During this opening session, President Seyni Kountche, who was addressing about 100 members 
of the commission, including about 10 women, declared: The work of the commission must be 
pragmatic and the organiz«*ion of development must be based on these three principles: 
consultation, joint action and participation. The first stage, Colonel Koutche added is 
the effective establishment of the basic organs in villages, quarters or tribes; theses 
organs are to be set up all over the national territory. President Kountche stressed 

the fact that the members of the commission do not represent particular interests and that 
the comission must not be a registration chamber or a place for settling 214 scores, but 

a forum which will listen to the opinion of the whole nation. President Kountche, who 
deprived the development society of all political labels, stated: «e are neZthar 
corporatist, self-managings socialist, captialist nor “justicialist." We are Niger 
citizens who aspire to plan the life of the citiz«1s, by the citizems and for the <itizens. 


The commission's first meeting will iast 2 or 5 days. The commission must prepare the 
structure of the development society and conclude its work within 2 years. 


NIGERIA 
SHAGARI APPEALS AGAINST BORNO P/LITICIAN'S RETURN 
ABI71755 Paris AFP in English 1450 Get 17 mar 80 aB 


(Text) Lagos, Mar 17 (APP)--President Shetw Shagari and Internal Affairs Minister maitama 
Yusuf have filed an appeal against a court order permitting Borno States House of 

assembly leader Shugaba Abdurra hman, deported to Ndjamena, Chad, last January, to return 

to Nigeria. Mr Shugaba, le:der of the opposition Great Nigeria People's Party (GNPP), 

the majority formation in north-west Nigeria's Borno State, was deported on the grounds 
that both his parents were Chadian and that he could not prove Nigerian nationality. 

The Maiduguri high court last week ruled that Mr Shugeba could return pending and inquiry 
into his nationality. Meanwhile press reports here today said Mr Shugaha had already returned 
to Maiduguri tnd quoted him as saying he had missed his three wives and ehildren and Howe 
of Assembly members. 
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PRESIDENT DEFENDS WEED POR STATE LIAISUI OFFICEES 
AB172325 lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] ‘The president, Alhaji Shehu Shagari, hes [word indistinct] .. ‘te with kis mission, 
justifying the need for the appointment of state liaison officers. In a ietter he sent to 
the Senate today, the president said that his election was placec on a nationwide ticket 
which created the need for him to reach eviary citizen quickly in order to fulfill his 
election promises. 


To this end, the president went on, he had to rely upon a body of officials close and 
familiar to him and the people to make clear directives of his policies. He added that 
Section 157 of the Constitution, (‘gave him) the power to appoi:t personal staff to 
assist him in the day to day rumming of the goverment. 


Among the seven (‘’principal) functions of the special assistant, as contained in the letter, 
is the coordination of all activities of the federal ministries and departments in the 
state, through which process the federal goverment can easily discharge its responsibili- 
ties. In addition, the officers will monitor the progress of every (’project) and send 
such reports direct to the president through the secretary of the federal government. 


President Shagari also said that the liaison officers would help in drawing federal goverr- 
ment attention to state government problems in areas of high priority interest to the 
state governe-nts which might mot totally be appreciated at the federal level. 


He »xOwever said that no liaison officer would be (’appointed) for Lagos State because of 
the proxinity of the state to the present seat of the federal government. Aljheji Shehu 
gave the assurance that Lagos {| ite would get a presidential liaison officer only when 
the seat of goverment had bee soved to Abuja. 


GOVERNORS FROM OPPOSITION PARTIES MEET IN MALIDUGURI 
AB172050 Kaduna Domestic Service in Maglish 1700 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


[Summary] "The meeting of the GNPP, PRP and UPN [Great Nigeria People's ftarty, People's 
Redemption Party and Unity Party of Nigeria] governors has been described all illegal.” 
Making this assertion in Kano today, Alhaji Tanko Yakasse [title indist‘nct] remarked 

that the only venue for such meeting should be at the National Economic Council or he 
Wational Council of Stete. /fihaji Tanko therelore edvised the governors to desist from 
holding such m:etings. “The nine governors ended their fourth meeting at the weekend in 
Maiduguri at which Governor Michael Ajasin of Ondo State was chairman and his Borno counter- 
part, Alhaji Muhameadu Goni, wes secretary. The first meetings had been held in Kaduna, 
Kano and Benin.” 


ABI172115 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 1715 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


["Democracy in Action" program] 


[Summary] "The PRP, UPN and GNPP Maiduguri meeting--what was it all about’? The NPW 
{[Wational Party of Nigeria) considers the so-called progressive governors con empting 
governors.” The governors of the PRP, the UPN and the GNPP, who call themselves the 
progressive lot, have again met, for the fourth time, this time in Maiduguri, over 
Alhaji Shugaba Abdulrahman's dilemma. 
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On their way back home and speaking to our correspondent in Keno, Mahmd Mohamed, 

the nine governors told him they wuld contime to consult the vresident over the issue 
of liaison officers. "The governor of Kano state claimed that even before the advent of 
such meetings, individual efforts were made by the governors to notify their disapproval 
to the president." "Commenting on the same issue, the governor of Bendel State, Pre 
Ambrose Ali, said the appointments were unconstitutional and were aimed at undermining 
the authority of the governors." The governor of Lagos State, Alhaji Lateef Jakande, 
and the governor of Oyo State, Mr Bola Ige, did not speak, but the national leader of 
the GYPP, Alhaji wWaziri Ibrahim. said the Shugaba affair took half of “he agenda of the 
governors meeting. 


"The national secretary of the NPN, Alhaji Suleiman Takuna, said his party is not shaken 
by the frequent meetings of the nine governors. He also tlamed them for issuing fake 
comminiques after each of their meetings. [begin recording] 


"They have been issuing bogus commmiques after each meeting which, in truth, contain 
mich more than was meant for republic consumption." "This is why we never care whether 
they meet or they do not meet; whether they issue inmmerable commniques or not, this 
nation will contirme to exist.," 


[Question] I would also like to recall the visit to Bendel State by the president 
of this country and the sort of behavior by the governor of that state. What was your 
party's feeling about this sort of behavior? 


[Answer] Weil, I was personally present in Benin. "In the first place, it is unconstitutional 
for any governor to make a proclamation forbidding Nigerians from welcoming their legitimate 
leader. That was the grossest mistake Ali made, though I know Ali took his direction 

rom Ikenne [the hometown of UPN leader Chief Awolowo]." [end recording] 


RISE IN EXTERNAL ASSETS, FOREIGN EXCHANGE REPORTED 

AB171737 Lagos International Service in English 1630 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 

(Text] Wigeria's external assets stood at 2,722 million naira at the end of September last 
year. This represented increases of 204 million naira over the amount recorded in August 
of the same year and 1,605 million naira over that of 1978. ‘The explanation is contained 


in the latest issue of the central bank's monthly report. During the same period, foreign 
exchange transactions through the bank yielded a total inflow of 92C million naira. 
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ANGOLA 
PRESIDENT DOS SANTOS, DELEGATION LEAVE FOR CUBA 
LD171226 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 0530 GMT 17 Mar 80 LD/EA 


(Excerpt ] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, president of the MPLA Labor Party, of the 
People's Republic of Angola [PRA] and commander in chief of the glorious FAPIA [Angol 
Armed Forces], left Luanda early this morning on an official visit of several days to 
Havana, Cuba. The head of state and govermment is accompanied by a delegation com- 
prising: Comrades Ambrosio Lukoki, member of the party Political Bureau; Kundi Paiama, 
candidate member of the Political Bureau; Paulo Jorge, of the Central Committee [as 
heard]; (Antonio Pizarro), national director of political and ideological education; 
(Antonio Lenge), director of the party Foreign Affairs Department; Braz da Silva, mini- 
ster of construction ami housing; Ferreira Neto, deputy minister of Isalth; Fiel da 
Conceicao Gato, commander of the FAPLA (DA) [Angolan Air Force]; Captain Bravo, deputy 
commander of the DDP [People's Defense Organization]; members of the PRA presidency and 
officials of the party and government are also accompanying Comrade Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos, the president of the party and the republic and commander in chief of FAPIA, on 
his visit to the Cuban Republic. 


Further on f _,arture 
AB171230 Luanda Domestic Service in French 1100 GNT 17 Mar 80 AB 


{Text ] The president of the MPLA Workers' Party, president of the republic, Comrade Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, left Luanda varly this morning for Havana where he is undertaking a 
few days' visit to Republic of Cuba. He is leading a high-powered delegation including 
Ambrosio Lukoki, member of the party's Executive Bureau, who is also education minister; 
a substitute member of the Political Bureau and a meniber of the Central Committee, Kundi 
Paiame and Paulo Jorge, interior minister and foreign minister respectively. 


The presidential delegation also includes many party amd cabinet officials as well as 
the minister of construction and housing, Braz da Silva, the deputy minister of health, 
Ferreira Neto [as heard] and the commander of the FAPLA-DAA, Angolan Armed Forces and 
antiaireraft defence forces, Lt Col [name indistinct]. 


The head of state is undertaking his second official visit abroad, the first one was to 
the Soviet Union, All these visits are very important for the strengthening of the 
relations of friendship ami cooperation between our people. 4Ais0, relations between 
Angola and the socialist countries are tending toward preferential relations. [passage 
indistinct ] 


Cuba's contribution to the liberation of our people, its generous assistance in our 
national construction, the training of Angolan cadres and its unconditional solidarity 
will remain unforgotten in the memory of the people of this country. 

When the immortal guide, our belsved late Comrade Neto went on his secomd official visit 
to Cuba in January 1979, he stated that the Cuban solidarity has a special significance 
which the upcoming generations must not forget. 

FOREIGN MINISTER RETURNS FROM ADDIS ABABA OAU MEETING 

AB171500 Luanda Domestic Service in French 1100 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 

(Text ] The Angolan foreign minister, Paolo Jorge, stated that the African states unani- 


mously committed themselves to spare no effort in assisting the future Zimbabwean 
Government in the country's national reconstruction and against all foreign threats. 


ha 
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Paolo Jorge made the statement on returning from Addis Ababa where he took part to the 
special meetinz of the OAU [Organization of African Unity] ministerial council. He 
imdicated that the idea of a foreign threat stems from possible pretexts of provocation 
formulated by the racist Pretoria regime. Let us recall that this ministerial council 
met to examine the situa*ion in Zimbabwe [words imdiistinct] following Africa's satis- 
faction after the Patriotic Front won in the last parliamentary elections. The council 
also expressed its desire to see the new independent country become the 50th OA member. 


The resolution adopted by the ministerial council commended the Frontline States for 
the sacrifices they made during the support they always gave to the freedom fighters 
in southern Africa. The council also appreciated the help given by all progressive 
countries and organizations to the Patriotic Front during the armed struggle for 
national libscration. 


MIKISTER RETURNS AFTER DELIVERING MESSAGE TO UK'S THATCHER 
1D171556 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1200 GMT 17 Mar 80 LD/BA 


(Text ] Jose Luis Cabaco, minister of transport and communications, has returned to 
Maputo from London, where he delivered a message from President Samora Machel to 
Margaret Thatcher, the British prime minister. Jose Luis Cabaco, who was accompanied 
by tame personal aide de camp of the president of the republic, (Fernando Onuana), was 
received by Mrs Margaret Thatcher on 10 March. On the same day he was also received 
by Lord Carrington, the foreign secretary. In the British capital President Samora's 
elvoys also had meetings with other members of the British Goverment, as well as with 
opposition labor party leaders. President Samora Machel's message congratulated Mrs 
Thatcher on the happy conclusion of the process which led to the holding of the first 
free and democratic elections in Zimbabwe as the fundamental step for the forthcoming 
proclamation of that country's independence. 


JMPIA LEADER RETURNS FROM TRIP TO USSR, GDR, BULGARIA 
AB171400 Luanda Domestic Service in French 1100 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


(Text ] The top official of the JMPIA [Youth of the Popular Movement of the Revolution] 
is back from a trip in three socialist European countries, Cpt (Bori de Souza!, who 
came back yesterday, recently concluded important agreements in the Soviet Union, the 
German Democratic Republic ami the People's Republic of Bulgaria in the field of 
training of youth cadres. 


These agreements, signed with the youth organizations of the respective countries, pro- 
vide that the Angolan youth can participate in youth camps organized in the three 
European countries. In the same way, the youth of these socialist countries can do the 
same thing here in Angola. 


During the talks he held within the framework of his trip, the first secretary of the 
JMPIA discussed the current international youth situation with various individuals of 
{words indistinct], of the German free youth and of the [word indistinct] youth. 
ARMED FORCES STAFF MEETS TO CONSIDER YEAR'S ACTIVITIES 


AB171505 Luanda Domestic Service in French 1100 GMT 17 Mar 80 AB 


[Text] The highest officials of our armed forces have reai firmed their determination 
to constantly insure the defense of the People's Republic of Angola and of the people's 
revolutionary achievements. 
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The general steff of our armed forces, during a 3-day [as heard] meeting from Saturday 
to yesterday, Suniay, took stock of the army's 1979 activities before drawing up the 
main tasks for the current year. (Col Pedro Maria Tonya Pedale), acting chief of 
staff of the armed forces and deputy defense minister, guided the sessions of the 
meeting which, he said, demonstrated once again the high level of responsibility 
demonstrated by our country's top military officials in order to safeguard our integ- 
rity and our revolution's achievements. 


Before concluding the meeting, the armed forces general staff adopted a pledge of 
commitment in which it declares itself ready to spare no effort tio implement the orders 
and guidance of the MPLA Workers! Party and those of the commander in cinnief of the 
armed forces, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos. The text also stipulates that the 
highest officials of the FAPIA [People's Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 
will commit themselves even further to the training of fighters in the spirit of 
loyalty to the MPLA Workers! Party, to the revolutionary cause of the Angolan people 
and that of all oppressed peoples in the world, amd also in the defense of the sacred 
Spirit of proletarian internationalism. 


MALAWI 
TAIWAN PREMIER SUN ARRIVES IN BLANTYRE 17 Mar 
LD172212 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GMT 17 Mar 80 ID 


(Excerpts ] The prime minister of the Republic of China, Mr Sun Yun-Hsuan, has arrived 
in Blantyre on a 3-day visit to Malawi, and will meet the president, Kamuzu Banda, 
tomorrow. He will be the guest of honor at a dinner given by the president tomorrow 
evening. During his visit he will tour agricultural projects aived by the Republic of 
China. 


Mr Sun and his party will also visit Lesotho and Swaziland. 
RHODESIA 
RESIGNATION OF BROADCASTING BOARD REPORTED 
1D151011 Johannesburg International Service in English 0400 GMT 15 Mar 80 ID 


(Text ] The entire board of the Zimbabwe Rhodesian Broadcasting Corporation has resigned. 
The eight members of the board, four blacks and four whites, have declined to discuss 
their resignations @o far, but they are expected to make a statement on it when they 
have tendered their resignations officially to the governor. An official of the in- 
coming government has said, however, that the resignations would be weloomed by the 
government as they will make it unnecessary to dismiss any of the members. 


Zimbabwe's new information minister Mr Nathan Samuyarira has told a BRC correspondent 
in Salisbury that his government intends to honor the principle of freedom of exnression 
amd of the press. He said the government did not intend to purge the radio and tele- 
vision services and there would be room for everyone who accepted the new order, 
Although competent (officials) from his own department would be moved into key posi- 
tions, the press would continue under private ownership for the time being. 


4 




















